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The Erpff House is a 2% story limestone structure with a gable roof, full
length and large limestone quoins, This main section measures 36' 7' X 26' 6",
The first story is five bays wide, the second, four, Windows on both levels have
paneled shutters, A limestone chimney stands on the north side of the house,

A 1% story limestone addition with a porch extends to the rear of the main
house and 17' 2* X 28' 2", The extension has a brick chimney, Dormer windows are
located on both the north and the south sides of the gable roof., The dormer win-
dows are 6 over 3, :

. The interior of the main house has a center hall with two rooms on each
side,,There . are. flreplaces in,both,_the northwest room and the room behind, it, ..

wa-The rear extension-is, two rooms, .The room, on the north side, the kltchen,
has a large fireplace with wooden doors, The room on the south side contains
three small wooden cupboards built into the walls. Above the addition and extend-
ing over the rear porch is a room referred to by the owner as a kitchen loft,

-Associated buildings include a washhouse, a spring house, and the "arch",
The washhouse is limestone and has an attached wooden shed,., Originally thlS was
a combined washhouse and bake oven, but the bake oven was removed,

The above ground spring house is also of 11mestone. This one—story
building has a gable roof with one door and one window,

The "arch" is an underground cold storage area, According to the owner,
it was made because the spring house was not large enough, It is built into
the bank which was the ramp going to the house, The center of the floor is
made of large bricks, To one side of this center section is. a raised stone ledge,
and to the other is a dirt floor with randomly placed large stones used as
shelves, The building has & vaulted stone ceiling, and the back wall has two

niches,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built of native limestone,the Philip Erpff House is typical of the building
styleé;'téchniqués:énd”matéfiéls’of‘fﬁfal;:Géfmahiértrédiﬁioﬁﬁéf'Leﬁénon Cotnty?
The house was built about 1750-1780 by PRilip”E¥pff” (Erb) He and hig wifé came
to this country as redemptioners and gradually became very prosperous. They were
prominent members of the community and of the Lutheran Church, In 1799 the Erpffs
deeded a lot on Main Street to the Lutheran Church to be used as a church school,
- The house was bought in 1843 by Abraham Rex, also a prominent member of the
community. He was married to Elizabeth Schaeffer, grand-daughter of Henry Schaeffer,
founder of the town. Rex also built a general store on the square which is still in

operation,

The house has remained in the posseésionAof the descendents of Abraham Rex.
The house, outbuildings, and grounds arz in excellent condition and have been
changed very little over the years. . . .. . = . .. ' '
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‘ "A Walk Through Old Schaefferstown'" Presented by Jungendgenossenschoft of
Historic Schaefferstown, Inc,
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
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